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Introduction 

 

Today the USA is both a leading economic and diplomatic 

power 

 

US economic power asserted in the 20’s but its diplomatic 

influence has mainly grown after WWI. 

 

Indeed the USA has first been aside in the world diplomacy and 

it was on purpose but everything changed with WW2 

 

The end of the Cold war in 1991 has been a turning point in US 

diplomacy : lets’ see why  



GUIDELINES : US diplomacy 1941-1991 

 

US diplomacy is led  by 2 principles: THE MANIFEST 

DESTINY  and the MONROE DOCTRINE 

 

Until 1941 ISOLATIONISM prevailed 

 

1941 Pearl Harbour: intervention in WW2 and since then the 

USA has stopped its isolationism 

 

But US diplomacy varied according to events and political 

background 

 -45-76 high intervention into the Cold War 

 -76-80 withdrawal with Carter but it was also linked 

with the Watergate, the Vietnam war and the economic crisis 

 -80-91 Reagan and G.H.Bush « America is back » 
 



I/ A new watchdog of the world 1991-2001 

 

The USA proclaimed it won the Cold war. It’s still very 

debated ! But quickly, the USA will take action to show its 

power 

A/ The Gulf war 

 

1- Facts 

 

Saddam Hussein the Iraqi leader attacked Kuwait, Iraq's 

neighbor state accusing it to steal oil 

 

In the UNO,  the security council voted a resolution for 

intervention 

 



 

It was surprising Gorbatchev’s Russia did not veto the 

decision as the USSR had always backed Iraq until then 

 

The president was George H Bush.  

 

He proposed the USA to lead UN military forces in 

OPERATION DESERT STORM in AUGUST 1990 

 

It ended with a victory in FEBRUARY 1991: Kuwait was 

freed.  

 

Hussein was NOT overthrown 

 

 
 

   



2- Why did the US enter this war? 

 

a- Bush wanted to play a part in the new world order while using a 

MULTILATERAL DIPLOMACY 
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b- The manifest Destiny was not the real reason: oil was 

 

 

 
 

   





 

B/ Clinton’s enlargement policy 1992-2000 

 

-He kept a diplomacy based on dialogue to preserve peace 

 

-US troops  were sent through NATO forces in Yugoslavia in 

1994-95 and he helped in the DAYTON AGREEMENTS in 

1995 to end the war in Bosnia 

 

 

-US troops were also in the KFOR in Kosovo in 1999 

 

-Clinton  helped  in the rapprochement between ARAFAT 

and YITZHAK RABIN for a cease-fire in Palestine OSLO 

AGREEMENTS part of his “enlargement policy” in 1993 
 

   



II/ The impact of 9-11 2001 

 

A/ What happened? 

 

- 4 hijacked planed crashed:   

- 2 on the twin towers in New York   

- 1 on the Pentagon 

- 1 crashed in a field in Pennsylvania after the 

passengers tried to stop the terrorists 

 

- Al Qaida a terrorist islamist group based in Afghanistan 

claimed responsibility for the attacks. 

 

-  It was led by Osama Bin Laden a Saudi billionaire  





B/ What was the president’s reaction? 

 

The president was the republican George W Bush ( 2000-

2004-2008) 

 

He first sent troops in Afghanistan with the UNO support in 

2001 in a “crusade against terrorism” 

 

His diplomacy became aggressive: he called islamist states 

as well as enemies of the USA the ROGUE STATES and 

claimed he wanted to fight the “outpost of tyranny” along 

the AXIS OF EVIL. 
 

 

 

  



 

In the USA the ones suspected of backing terrorism were 

sent to Guantanamo in Cuba where they were badly treated 

sometimes while awaiting trial !  

 

In the USA denunciation was encouraged through the 

PATRIOT ACT. 

 

There was a climax of Islamophobia 
 

 

  



President Bush's State of Union address, January 29th 2002. 

 

 « […] We last met in an hour of shock and suffering. In four short months, 

our nation has comforted the victims, begun to rebuild New York and the 

Pentagon, rallied a great coalition, captured, arrested, and rid the world of 

thousands of terrorists, destroyed Afghanistan's terrorist training camps, saved 

people from starvation, and freed a country from brutal oppression. […] The last 

time we met in this chamber, the mothers and daughters of Afghanistan were 

captives in their own homes, forbidden from working or going to school. Today 

women are free and are part of Afghanistan's new government. […] 

 Our second goal is to prevent regimes that sponsor terror from 

threatening America or our friends and allies with weapons of mass destruction. 

[...] States like these, and their terrorist allies, constitute an axis of evil, arming to 

threaten the peace of the world. […] They could attack our allies or attempt to 

blackmail the United States. In any of these cases, the price of indifference would 

be catastrophic. […] Our war on terror is well begun, but it is only begun. […] 

 My budget includes the largest increase in defence spending in two 

decades because while the price of freedom and security is high, it is never too 

high. Whatever it costs to defend our country, we will pay. » 

  

  

 Speech to the Congress delivered by the American president  

Georges Bush (2000-2008), January, 29th 2002. 

 





Then he asked for an invasion of Iraq in 2003 

.  

He suspected Iraq to have MASS DESTRUCTION 

WEAPONS  as well as hosting terrorists 

 

He asked the UNO which refused  so he sent US troops 

without the UNO’s consent 

 

This is a UNILATERAL POLICY 
 

 

  

  



 

In Europe France and Germany refused to help him out but 

Spain and the UK accepted. 

 

The so called mass destruction weapons were never found 

 

This led to a growing anti-Americanism 

 
 

  

  







C/ What were the consequences? 

 

-there was a growth of anti Americanism (also by anti 

globalization activists) all over the world ( Middle East, 

Venezuela, Cuba, North Korea…) 
 

- 

 

  

Document: “What a difference a day makes…”, cartoon by David Horsey  

                     2002 

 

 

 











III/ Obama and a return to a multilateral co-operation 

2008-2016 

 

A/ The USA ouit from war 

 

 -He called on a withdrawal from Iraq and Afghanistan 

 

 -He had plans to close Guantanamo in 2009 but the 

American Congress blocks funds to shift prisoners 

 

B / The need for a world diplomatic governance 

  



B / The need for a world diplomatic governance 
Obama’s state of the Union Address May 25th 2012  

  

(…)Just as jobs and businesses can now race across borders, so can new threats and new challenges. 

No single wall separates East and West. No one rival superpower is aligned against us. 

And so we must defeat determined enemies, wherever they are, and build coalitions that cut across lines 

of region and race and religion. And America's moral example must always shine for all who yearn for 

freedom and justice and dignity. And because we've begun this work, tonight we can say that American 

leadership has been renewed and America's standing has been restored. 

Look to Iraq, where nearly 100,000 of our brave men and women have left with their heads held high. 

(Applause.) American combat patrols have ended, violence is down, and a new government has been 

formed. The Iraq war is coming to an end. (Applause.) 

Of course, as we speak, al Qaeda and their affiliates continue to plan attacks against us. Thanks to our 

intelligence and law enforcement professionals, we're disrupting plots and securing our cities and skies. 

We've also taken the fight to al Qaeda and their allies abroad. In Afghanistan, our troops have taken 

Taliban strongholds and trained Afghan security forces (…)  

This is just a part of how we're shaping a world that favours peace and prosperity. With our European 

allies, we revitalized NATO and increased our cooperation on everything from counterterrorism to missile 

defence. We've reset our relationship with Russia, strengthened Asian alliances, built new partnerships 

with nations like India. 

(…)Our troops come from every corner of this country -- they're black, white, Latino, Asian, Native 

American. They are Christian and Hindu, Jewish and Muslim. And, yes, we know that some of them are 

gay. Starting this year, no American will be forbidden from serving the country they love because of who 

they love. (Applause.) It is time to leave behind the divisive battles of the past. It is time to move forward 

as one nation.  

 

  


