
FROM DEVELOPMENT TO 
SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 



HOUSING 

HYGIENE 



180 EUROS WEEKLY SHOPPING 

IN THE UK TO FEED 4 PEOPLE 

45 EUROS WEEKLY SHOPPING 

IN SUDAN TO FEED 6 PEOPLE 



EDUCATION/SCHOOLING 



BUT… 



BUT… 



A country is developed when it provides its 
population with basic needs: water, food, 
schooling, and housing. 
 
 All the countries in the world aim at developing 
and today we can notice a sharp contrast between 
developed countries and developing countries.  
 



 

Developing countries have to catch up with the 
most developed while making sure that they 
protect their resources and their environment: 
 
 this is called sustainable development. 
 
 How is sustainable development enforced? 
 
 



 

 
First, it’s essential to show the contrasts of 
development in the world. 
 
 Then, we will focus on the growing needs of the 
world population.  
 
To finish, we will explain the new need for 
sustainable development.  
 



  

I/ A very unbalanced development 
 
A/ North and South  
 
After World War Two, economists found out that 
the GDP per capita  was not good enough to 
measure development because of purchasing 
power changes from a country to another. 
 
 So a new index has been created by the UNDP in 
1990:  THE HDI HUMAN DEVELOPMENT INDEX 
which is a figure between 0 and 1.  
 
  
 
 



 
It takes into account the literacy rate, life 
expectancy and the GDP per capita. 
 
WHEN IT IS CLOSE TO 0 THE COUNTRY IS 
NOT DEVELOPED AND IT IS CLOSE TO 1 THE 
COUNTRY IS DEVELOPED 
  
 
 



There are NORTHERN COUNTIRIES AND 

SOUTHERN COUNTRIES also known as MEDC’s 

and  LEDC’s 

  

MOST ECONOMICALLY DEVELOPED 

COUNTRIES 

 

LEAST ECONOMICALLY DEVELOPED 

COUNTRIES 

 



MEDC’S 

LEDC’S 



B/ Poverty as a feature of an unequal  development 
 
Developing  countires are concerned with high poverty 

POVERTY LINE $2 per capita 

POVERTY RATE IN% 

1981 2005 

East  Asia, Pacific ( inc China) 93 39 

South Asia ( inc India) 87 75 

Subsahara  Africa 74 73 

NUMBER OF POORS IN MILLIONS 

East  Asia, Pacific ( inc China) 1280 730 

South Asia ( inc India) 800 1090 

Subsahara  Africa 290 560 

From: L’Etat du monde 2008 



POVERTY LINE $2 per capita 

POVERTY RATE IN% 

1981 2005 

East  Asia, Pacific ( inc China) 93 39 

South Asia ( inc India) 87 75 

Subsahara  Africa 74 73 

NUMBER OF POORS IN MILLIONS 

East  Asia, Pacific ( inc China) 1280 730 

South Asia ( inc India) 800 1090 

Subsahara  Africa 290 560 

From: L’Etat du monde 2008 

Poverty in proportion  has been reduced 

in Asia 

But it’s been stagnating in Africa 



 

 

In 2000, a document was signed in New York in 
the UNO by 189 countries ( rapport du 
millénaire: millennium report) and it made the 
reduction of poverty a top priority. 
 
Poverty is made worse by epidemics and  high 
population  densities  
 
 It lowers people’s life expectancy and increases 
infant mortality. 



C/ But developed countries also have issues 
regarding poverty  and development 
 
- a lot is wasted 
- over consumption is high 
- pollution is high as well. 
 
-Economic problems create wider social gaps and 
even some forms of new poverty in the most 
developed countries. 
 
Poor in wealthy countries belong to the FOURTH 
WORLD 
 
 



  

II/ The growing needs of the world population 
 
A/ A huge demographic  growth 
 
There are 7 billion people today and it’s estimated 
at  9,2 billion in 2050.  
 
This is linked with the demographic transition. 
 



Distribution of the world population in 2005 

 

Distribution of the world population in 2050 



The demographic transition model 

Death rate 

Dates 

Birth rate 

Per 

thousands 

Natural rate 

Percent 

Population growth 



But population growth is very unbalanced because it 
mainly concerns LEDC’s whereas MEDC’s are aging. 
 
Many LEDC’s  are still in the demographic transition. 
 
Examples:  
Egypt: Births 27- Deaths 6 
Botswana: Births 28-Deaths 25 
Argentina Births 19- Deaths 8 
 
 The challenge to meet is to help those countries to 
end their transition as fast as possible.  
 
But it is not easy (ex: ….) 
  



 
On top of this, there is a high increase of 
urbanization: by 2020, 60% of the world population 
will live into town. 
 
 Unfortunately, cities in LEDC’s are poorly 
funded/equipped  (shanty towns, slums, pollution, 
overpopulation, hygiene, sewerage, sanitation…) 
  



B/ More people means growing needs: 
 

What type of needs? How to meet the 
needs? 

Food 
 
Water 
 
Energy resource 
 
Education 
 
 
Safety 
 
Preservation of the 
environment 
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III/ Development has to be sustainable 
 
A/ What is sustainable development? 
 
It’s a development which preserves the 
environment and allows future generations to 
meet their needs too. 
A country is developed when it provides all its 
inhabitants with BASIC NEEDS 
 
Three fields have 
To be taken into account : 
 
  
  
  
  
 
 
 



The social field 

Social support and help for the 

needy 

Programs to bridge the gap 

between social classes 

 

The environmental field 

Protection of the environment 

 

The economic field 

Make money through 

economic exchanges 

Create wealth 

 

So developement is 

sustainable when it combines 

these three fields in equal 

proportions 



This new concept of sustainable development  emerged 
from a fear of the end of natural resources along with 
problems linked with pollution and poverty 
 
Below is an example of a campaign against poverty and 
starvation by a famous NGO 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Sustainable development is not easy to put in place 
because in the North, development is high but 
associated with waste and excess, 
 
whereas in the South, development lacks badly. 
 
Sustainable development can be reached: 
 - by finding new resources with sciences 
 
 -by stopping consumption by forcing a lower 
economic growth. 
 
 
This is very tricky and it leads to debates and 
oppositions. 
 



B/ How to reach sustainable development? 
 
 Today it’s considered that sustainable 
development can be reached by protecting the 
environment and the biodiversity. 
 
 Many world conferences are organized in that 
purpose like the 1997 KYOTO PROTOCOL 
(against emission of greenhouse gases)  or the 
2009 COPENHAGGEN SUMMIT.  
 
It forces a world ( gouvernance) GOVERNANCE: 
 
 it means countries have to make decision 
TOGETHER. 
 
. 
 



 

In the North, national regulations are 
implemented to lower waste, pollution, or manage 
garbage. 
 
In the south this is different, because of the 
lack of money:  
however some emerging states like China have 
started to work on projects like electric bikes 
 
 or Brazil works on new bioenergies  while 
protecting the rain forest. 
 



Conclusion 

 
After  WWII, the development of the  World was a top 
priority.  
 
Today’s biggest concern is the fast spending of the world 
resources . 
 
The world community has realized the need to preserve 
natural resources in order to provide the future 
generations with good living conditions.  
 
This is why the concept of sustainable development has 
emerged 
 
 



Conclusion 

 
Unfortunately, all the countries cannot afford policies in 
favor of sustainable development because they are not 
yet developed!  
 
So sustainable development remains a huge challenge, not 
so easy to meet. 
 


