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PRESENTATION 
 
The 15th and 16 th century represent a period of fast 
changes in history. 
 
Europeans started to explore new lands accross the 
Atlantic. 
Trade and exchanges developed fast. 
 
Culturally speaking, it was the time of Renaissance 
Humanism which brought a real intellectual shift. 
 
What were the major changes in the 15th and 16th 
centuries? 
 
 



LESSON 1  
 

DISCOVERY OF THE NEW WORLD 
P104- 133  



INTRODUCTION 
 
All along the Middle-Ages, the Mediterranean was the 
main center of exchanges and inventions 
 
In the 15th and 16th century, Europeans turned to the 
Atlantic and this opened them new perspectives in the 
« new wold » 
 
What were the consequences of the discovery of the 
new world? 
 -It first led to the creation of colonial empires 
 -It started globalization 
 
 
 



I/ The new explorations 
 
A/ Spanish and Portuguese were the leaders 
1- First discoveries 
1492, Christopher Columbus discovers America by 
sailing West( for Spain) 
 
In 1497, Vasco de Gama sails around Africa to reach 
India ( for the Portuguese) 
 
In 1519, Magellan is the first to circumnavigate the 
globe= to sail around the world.( for the Portuguese) 
 
In 1535, Jacques Cartier discovers Canada for the 
French ( François 1st) 

 
 
 
 



 As they competed and to avoid a war,  Spanish and 
Portuguese  agreed on sharing their conquests: 
 
It was in 1494 the TREATY OF TORDESILLAS to share the 
American conquests 
 
Later, when they explored Asia ( After aŀƎŜƭƭŀƴΩǎ 
journey)  they did the same with the TREATY OF 
SARAGOSSA in 1529, sharing the Asian conquests 
 

 
 
 
 



The world in the 14th 

century 

The world in a 1570  

atlas 



2- Reasons 
 

 
 
 



A need for new economic partners 

Europeans needed 

ïGold 

ïNew spices in Europe 
(introduced during the 
Crusades) 

 Italians 
sell it  

to Europe 
 for  

MORE $$$ 

   Europe 
buys  

it  for a  
higher price 

 
Muslims sold  

Spices to 
Italians  

for lots of $ 

AS  A CONSEQUENCE 

ïEuropeans wanted to cut out 
the middle man (Italy) 

ïEuropeans tried to find new 
trade routes because they 
want new sources of wealth.  

 



Hartman Astrolabe  

(height of the 
stars)  
(1532)  

Better Maps 
[Portulan]  

Sextant for 
location  

Marinerõs Compass 

There was a favorable background with new techniques 
and inventions 



New Weapons Technology 



B/ Consequence: the first colonial empires 
 

1-The conquistadores in Latin America 
examples 
-Cabral took Brazil for the Portuguese king in 
1500 
-Cortez took mexico  and the whole aztek  
empire for Spain in 1521 
-Pizarro conquered the Inca empire in 1532 
-French and English were more focused on North 
America 
 
 







 

2-A violent face-off 
-natives were slaughtered 
-Europeans brought epidemics 
-Europeans set slavery on plantations 
 
1 debate emerged: THE VALLADOLID DEBATE 
1550-1551 
Moral and theological debate about the reason 
for colonization 
 -Bartholemeo Las Casas: dominican priest 
 -Juan Gines de Sepulveda 
 



Juan Gines de Sepúlveda 
1490-πмрто 
jurist and royal historiographer 

Bartolomé de las Casas 
1484-πмрсс 
 



Juan Gines de {ŜǇǵƭǾŜŘŀΩǎ four arguments: 

(1) άǘƘŀǘ these people are barbaric, uninstructed in 
lef ers and the art of government, and completely 
ignorant, unreasoning, and totally incapable of 
learning anything  όΧύ . that the Indians are obliged 
by natural law to obey 
those who are outstanding in virtue and character.  
 
(2) άǘƘŀǘ the Indians, even though unwilling, must 
accept the Spanish yoke so that they may be 
corrected and be punished for their sins and crimes 
against divine and natural law . όΧύ 

ά. 



Juan Gines de {ŜǇǵƭǾŜŘŀΩǎ four arguments: 

(3) άǘƘŀǘ the injuries and extreme misery which the 
Indians used ǘƻ ƛƴƅƛŎǘ and. . . still ƛƴƅƛŎǘ ǘƻŘŀȅ όΧύ 
that all who can do so are held by natural and 
divine law to defend any and all persons from such 
injuries.  
 
 
 

ά. 

(4) άǘƘŀǘ once those regions have been brought 
under control, the gospel of Christ can be preached 
ό Χύ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ƧǳǎǘΣ ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭ ŀǎ Ƴƻǎǘ ōŜƴŜŬŎƛŀƭ 
to these barbarians όΧύ 
 

SUM UP WITHIN FEW LINES , 
{9t¦[±95!Ω{  thLb¢ hC ±L9² 



Bartolomé de las Casas counter-πarguments: 

(1) άǘƘŀǘ it is unlawful to force the Indians to 
the faith by war όΧύ  
 
(2) for it is very easy for our rulers to subject 
that people to their authority without the 
disturbances of war. 
(3) ά¢ƘŜ kings are commanded to have as their 
purpose leading the Indians to the faith. It is 
granted that subjection to their rule is helpful 
  
όпύ ά²ŀǊ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎǳƛǘŀōƭŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǎǇǊŜŀŘƛƴƎ 
/ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘǊǳǘƘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƎƻǎǇŜƭΦ Χύ 
ά{ƛƴŎŜ ǿŀǊ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǿŀƎŜŘ ǳƴƭŜǎǎ ǘƘŜǊŜ 
has ŬǊǎǘ been a provocation όΧύwar against 
the Indians is unlawfulΦέ 
 

 
 
 
 

SUM UP WITHIN FEW LINES Σ[!{ /!{!{Ω{ thLb¢ OF VIEW 



The Arguments at Valladolid 
SEPULVEDA argued for the need for: 

(1) external moral authority 
(2) Tough action 
(3) responsibility to protect 
(4) ōŜƴŜŬŎƛŀƭ conquest 

LAS CASAS argued for the need for: 

(1) illegality of war without  
provocation 
(2) equal treatment 
(3) Pragmatism 
(4) right of independent development 



The explorations and the discoveries of new lands, 
built new colonial empires 
 
These empires will  boost trade and exchanges, 
creating the very first  form of globalization 



II/ The very beginning of globalization 
 
Globalization is a term which means an intensification 
of exchanges on a world scale 
 
A/ New  flows: 2 types of flows 
 
1) Migrations/migratory flows 
 Conquistadores, slaves 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 




