
HOMEWORK RENAISSANCE HUMANISM 

 

COPY THE LESSON ON YOUR NOTEBOOK FIRST !  

Humanistic scholars ( les intellectuels humanistes) thought knowledge ( le savoir) was a way to be a 

good man. So for them, It was important to learn as much as possible. There was a very famous 

French scholar called François Rabelais who wrote “ Gargantua and Pantagruel”. There he explains 

his view on education. 

Here is an extract:  

“Therefore my son, I beg you to devote your youth to the firm pursuit of your studies and to the 

attainment of virtue (…) It’s my earnest wish that you shall become a perfect master of languages. 

First of Greek, secondly of Latin and then of Hebrew on account of the holy scriptures . 

Of the liberal arts, geometry, arithmetic and music, I gave you some smattering when you were still 

small. Go and learn the rest, and the rules of astronomy, but leave divinatory astrology alone I beg of 

you: it is just fraud and vanity.. 

 As for the knowledge of Nature’s works, be careful there is no river, no sea or spring of which you do 

not know the fish. All the birds in the air, all the trees and bushes of the forest, all the herbs of the 

field, all the metals in the bowels of the Earth, the precious stones…let none of them be unknown to 

you. 

Then, peruse the books of Greeks, Arabian and Latin doctors once more and by frequent dissections 

gain a perfect knowledge of that new world which is man. 

 At some hours of the day, begin to examine the Holy Scriptures: the New Testament, the Epistles 

and the Old Testament in Hebrew. (…) 

From: F.RABELAIS “ Gargantua and Pantagruel”. 1532 

 

QUESTION 1: What are the 6 ” subjects”, Gargantua wants his son Pantagruel to learn in this 

extract ? 

QUESTION 2:  As you’ve copied the lesson, you know what humanistic scholars were interested in. 

It  will help you to explain why each  subject is important to be studied. 

 

 


