
RENAISANCE HUMANISM 25 words 

 

Why is Renaissance humanism a kind of revolution? 

Renaissance humanism 
 

I/ What was humanism? 

A/ A new vision of man and of the world 

B/ The importance of education 

 

Humanistic- to constraint- scholars-education-colloquial- vernacular- Printing Press- Gutenberg-
scientific evidence- to reach a climax-to threaten-to feel threatened 

 

 

II/ A religious revolution 

 

A/ Martin Luther and reformation 
1- Video: What was Luther’s view?  

 

2°) Others followed Luther  

3°) Criticism towards the Church: letters of Indulgences- Julius II- gallicanism- Wealth- to be 

obsessed with 

 

The protestant religion, a branch, Lutherans, Calvinists, Anglicans, to be excommunicated, 

schism, universal priesthood, reformation, predestination, to get divorced, to divorce someone. 

 

B/The Catholic Church’s reaction 

 

A council, the Council of Trent, counter-Reformation, to make a decision, colloquial 

language, seminaries, mass book, the Inquisition, heretic, a pyre, the saint Bartholomew’s 

slaughter (1572), to convert to a religion, to discriminate someone against, the witch hunt. 

 

II/ A scientific revolution and artistic revolution 

 

A/ Sciences 

Heliocentrism- geocentrism- to, question- Galileo- Copertnicus- A phenomenon 2 phenomena 

-Dissection- Leonardo Da Vinci- blood circulation- Anatomic chart- to cure 

 

 

III/ An artistic revolution 

 

A source of inspiration, oil paint, the perspective, mannerism, light and shadow, to be inspired 

from, a painter, a painting, and architect, a statue, a sculpture, to sculpt, patronage, a patron, Julius 

II, Michelangelo, Leonardo Da Vinci, Michelangelo,  the Sistine chapel, a sketch, dissection. 

 

  



 Humanism: A cultural movement in the 15th and 16th century which placed Man as a new 

center of interest and was based on a re-discovery of the Antiquity 

 

Renaissance is a term to call all the changes in arts brought by humanism 

 

Gutenberg: A German who invented the printing press 

 

Luther: A German monk who founded the Protestant religion 

 

Reformation: It means the creation of the protestant religion 

 

Gallicanism: In France, when the king could appoint priest without asking the Pope  

 

Letters of indulgences: some “paper” Pope Julius sold to rich people so they could go to 

Heaven. He needed money to build Saint Peter of Rome basilica 

 

The protestant religion: a religion first founded by Martin Luther a German monk. It was a 

Christian religion but the way to believe was different. 

Lutherans,: protestants who followed Luther and his idea of universal priesthood. 

 Calvinists: Protestant who followed Calvin. They  agreed with Luther but also believed in 

predestination. 

 Anglicans: Protestant who followed Luther’s ideas but were directed by th English king Henry 

8
th 

 

Universal priesthood: according to Luther, anyone could be his/her own priest. All was needed 

was to believe in God and read the Bible. 

 

The Council of Trent: It was council held by the Catholic Church to modernize the Church and 

stop people from converting to the protestant religion.  

 

Seminaries: special schools created by the Council of Trent to train professional priests and 

make sure they were educated enough. 

 

Mass book: the Council of Trent invented those books so what was read was the same in all the 

Churches  

 

The Inquisition: religious court of justice created by the Council of Trent to judge the heretics. 

 

Heretic: someone who does not believe in god or who is not a good faithful ( fidèle) . 

 

The saint Bartholomew’s massacre/ slaughter  (1572): in Paris protestants were killed by the 

Catholics  

 

Mannerism:  artistic technique which consists in exaggerating proportions on purpose 

 

Light and shadow: It was an artistic technique to create a contrast between dark and light ( 

claires) areas in a piece of art. 

 

Patronage/ a patron: a patron was a wealthy person who gave financial support to an artist  
 


